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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 7, 8, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable 
by Ueda et al. (2001/0042086 A1 ). 

Re claim 1, Ueda et al. disclose a print order receipt unit comprising: reading 
means for reading image data of an image recorded on a recording medium; a display 
on which said image from said image data read by said reading means is displayed; 
print order input means for inputting for a print order of said image recorded on the 
recording medium; a first processing system for displaying said image from said image 
data read by said reading means on said display and receiving an order instruction from 
said input means using said displayed image to generate order information; first storage 
means into which said image data of said image read by said reading means is stored 
(see e.g. paragraph 0012); and a second processing system for storing said image data 
read by said reading means into said first storage means in parallel with processing by 
said first processing system (see e.g. paragraph 0013 - print order receiving device 
comprises a display screen, ....a memory), wherein said order information generated by 
said first processing system and said image data stored into said first storage means by 
said second processing system are related to each other and output (see e.g. 
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paragraph 0004 - image data memorized in the memory medium are read by a 
personal computer or the like and the image is displayed on a display, or the image is 
printed through a printer connected to the personal computer). 

Re claim 2, Ueda et al. disclose a print order receipt unit, wherein said image 
displayed on said display is a small-sized image or a thumbnail image which conforms 
to a size of a frame image to be displayed for an operation of an order instruction by 
said input means so that said first processing system can generate said order 
information (see e.g. paragraph 0051). 

Re claim 7, Ueda et al. disclose a print order receipt unit wherein second storage 
means to store the image displayed on said display is provided in addition to said first 
storage means to store the image data of said image provided in said second 
processing system so that said first processing system can generate the order 
information {see e.g. paragraphs 006 and 0013). 

Re claims 8 and 13, Ueda et al. disclose a print order receipt unit, wherein plural 
main units are connected to one external storage means; wherein said first storage 
means is external storage means provided separately from a main unit including said 
reading means, said display, said input means and said first processing system (see 
e.g. fig. 11). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 4, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ueda et al. (2001/0042086 A1), in view of Anderson (5,903,309). 

Re claims 3 and 4, Ueda et al. do not explicitly disclose a print order receipt unit 
wherein said first processing system displays a necessary image in accordance with a 
format of an image file of the image data of said image read by said reading means on 
said display; wherein said reading means reads only a header of said image file and 
said first processing system analyzes only the thus read header to determine said 
format of said image file. 

However, Anderson discloses a unit wherein said first processing system 
displays a necessary image in accordance with a format of an image file of the image 
data of said image read by said reading means on said display; said reading means 
reads only a header of said image file and said first processing system analyzes only 
the thus read header to determine said format of said image file (see e.g. col. 7, lines 
24-30). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Ueda et al., and include the steps cited above, as taught by Anderson, in order to save 
time and resources while processing the prints. 

Re claim 5, it is considered a design choice that said first processing system 
displays on said display a thumbnail image when said image file has said thumbnail 
image, an image obtained by resizing a non-compressed image data when said image 
file has said non-compressed image data where the thumbnail image is not recorded, 
and an image obtained by decompressing and resizing compressed image data when 
said image file has said compressed image data where the thumbnail image is not 
recorded. For example, Anderson discloses a variety of ways to display images read 
from a medium. 

Re claim 6, Ueda et al. disclose a print order receipt unit, wherein the resized 
image is a small-sized image or the thumbnail image which conforms to a size of a 
frame image to be displayed for an operation of an order instruction by said input means 
so that said first processing system can generate said order information (see e.g. 
paragraph 0217). 

5. Claims 9, 10, 11, 12, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ueda et al. (2001/0042086 A1), in view of Nozaki (6,950,204). 

Re claim 9, Ueda et al. do not explicitly disclose a print order receipt unit wherein 
a printing distribution device including said first storage means and said second 
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processing system is provided separately from a main unit including said reading 
means, said display, said input means and said first processing system. 

However, Nozaki discloses a print order receipt unit wherein a printing 
distribution device including said first storage means and said second processing 
system is provided separately from a main unit including said reading means, said 
display, said input means and said first processing system (see e.g. col. 6, lines 36 -39 
- distributing unit 53, ). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Ueda et al., and include the step wherein a printing distribution device including said 
first storage means and said second processing system is provided separately from a 
main unit including said reading means, said display, said input means and said first 
processing system, as taught by Nozaki, in order to allocate/outsource certain functions 
and therefore facilitate system maintenance and reduce costs. 

Re claims 10, 12, 14, Ueda et al. do not explicitly disclose a print order receipt 
unit wherein said printing distribution device further includes image selection means in 
which an image corresponding to said order information that was generated by said first 
processing system of a main unit is selected and image data of the selected image is 
read out from said first storage means; a print order receipt unit wherein plural digital 
photo printers are connected to a printing distribution device including at least said 
second processing system; wherein plural digital photo printers are connected to a main 
unit including at least said second processing system. 
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However, Nozaki discloses a print order receipt unit wherein said printing 
distribution device further includes image selection means in which an image 
corresponding to said order information that was generated by said first processing 
system of a main unit is selected and image data of the selected image is read out from 
said first storage means (see e.g. col. 3, lines 5-9); a print order receipt unit wherein 
plural digital photo printers are connected to a printing distribution device including at 
least said second processing system (see e.g. col. 7, lines 34-43); wherein plural digital 
photo printers are connected to a main unit including at least said second processing 
system (see e.g. col. 2, lines 56-68). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Ueda et al., and include the steps cited above, as taught by Nozaki, in order to 
efficiently manage/control the flow of sending and successfully printing images at a 
plurality of printers. 

Re claim 11, Ueda et al. disclose a print order receipt unit, wherein plural main 
units are connected to one printing distribution device (see e.g. fig. 11). 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Matsumoto (7,268,904), Fujimara (2002/0067923 A1), Fukunaga 
et al. (6,775,023 B1), deCarmo (5,838,996), Wada (7,221,478 B2). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUNA CHAMPAGNE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ Luna Champagne 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 Examiner 

Art Unit 3627 

April 9, 2008 



